US009259111B1

a2z United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 9,259,111 B1
Joyner (45) Date of Patent: Feb. 16, 2016
(54) CHOPSTICKS HAVING ELEVATING RADIAL D318990 S *  8/1991 Giugiaro ........c...cc...... D7/691
PROTRUSION FOR PREVENTING GERMS oo A . 13‘; Lo %ﬂagm - 29340//91953
,890, EMIMET ..oovvvevrieirrneans
AND CONTAMINATION D592,019 S *  5/2009 Holcomb et al. ... D7/643
. . 2007/0187962 Al* 82007 Park ......cccoovvvvinincnns 294/99.2
(71)  Applicant: Michael Joyner, Delray Beach, FL (US) 2011/0169284 Al* 7/2011 Rosen .. ... GO9F 23/08
294/218
(72) Inventor: Michael Joyner, Delray Beach, FL. (US) 2013/0133206 Al1* 5/2013 Donovan ............ A47G/2 1/02
30/298.4
(73) Assignee: Bly Management Limited Partnership,
Boca Raton, FL (US) FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this ?II,{ 20%%22(1)(1)385 : 5;%55 """"""" ﬁj;g %};}8
patent is exlzeltded g; adjusted under 35 Jp 2003-280517  * 10/2003 . GO9B 19/24
US.C. 154 0 days.
(b) by Y * cited by examiner
(21) Appl. No.: 14/323,835
(22) Filed: Jul. 3, 2014 Primary Examiner — Paul T Chin o
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — H. John Rizvi; Gold &
Related U.S. Application Data Rizvi P.A.
(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 13/423,835,
filed on Mar. 19, 2012, now Pat. No. 8,769,832. (57) ABSTRACT
(60) Il’goxélgllolnal application No. 61/454,267, filed on Mar. A pair of chopsticks is disclosed, the chopsticks consisting of
’ ’ an elongated body having a proximal end to be gripped by a
(51) Int.Cl user, and a distal end to be used for seizing a food portion. The
4 4‘7G 2 1/10 (2006.01) chopsticks include a protruding element, such as a disc-
A47G 2106 (200 6. 01) shaped collar, extending radially outward from the chopstick
5 US.Cl ’ elongated body. The protruding element is arranged closer to
¢2) Ci’ C ' A47G 217103 (2013.01 the eating distal end than to the gripping proximal end. Thus,
Lo e ( 01) when the chopsticks are set on a horizontal surface, the chop-
(58)  Field of Classification Search ) sticks rest on the proximal end and the protruding element,
USPC ..o 294/218, 99.1, 5.5,.8.5, 16,99.2; while the eating distal end remains elevated and separated
L 30/142,143, 151 D7/ 642, 645 from the surface, thereby preventing contamination of the
See application file for complete search history. eating distal end. The protruding element of each chopstick
(56) References Cited can be arranged at a different distance from its respective

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

2,789.349 A *
3,239,262 A *

41957 Lee ..o, 30/298.4
3/1966 Rinesetal. ............... 294/99.2

eating distal end, in order to minimize interference between
the two protruding elements.

16 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

100




